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Ch. 19 Growth in the West: Key Terms 
1. Frontier 

2. Boomtown 

3. Long drive 

4. Reservation 

5. Battle of Little 
Big Horn 

6. Colonel George 
A. Custer 

7. Dawes Act 

8. Homestead 

9. Homestead Act 

10.Sodbuster 

11.Populist Party 

12.Gold Standard 



Geography and Population 
 The Great Plains were 

uninviting to white settlers, 
most of whom sought to get 
west of the Rockies in search 
of Gold 

 Many people settled in 
California following the Gold 
Rush of 1849 (statehood 
comes in 1850) 

 Thousands of Native 
Americans lived in the plains, 
following the herds of Buffalo 

 The development of the 
railroad will help with the 
expansion of the west 

 Trains brought raw materials 
from the west back east 

http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/playlists/exclusive-video#gold-rush
http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/playlists/exclusive-video#gold-rush


Native Americans on the Plains 
 Prior to the arrival of 

Europeans, many 
native tribes lived 
near bodies of water 
tending crops and 
hunting 

 With the arrival of the 
Spanish in the 1600’s, 
horses were 
introduced to the 
plains and Native 
Americans became 
expert riders 

 The buffalo was 
extremely important 
to their way of life  



Resources from the Buffalo 



Cultures Collide 
 As white settlers began to move westward, Native 

Americans were forced to settle west of the 
Mississippi on reservations 

 Battles take place between white settlers / soldiers 
and the Native Americans 

 

 



Battle of Little Bighorn 
  In the winter of 1875-

1876, many Sioux 
warriors fled their 
reservation  

 Two Sioux chiefs, Sitting 
Bull and Crazy Horse, 
united the warriors 

 The 7th Cavalry led by 
Colonel George A. Custer 
launched a campaign to 
return the Sioux to their 
reservation 

 The forces met near the 
Little Bighorn River in 
Montana and in less than 
2 hours, Custer and all 
his men were killed 

 

 

http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Pictures/Pictures-page13.html#Native_Photographs_2


Decline of the Buffalo 

 The Buffalo herds, 
which the natives 
depended on for 
centuries, had 
dwindled 

 Approximately 30 
million Buffalo 
once roamed the 
plains, by 1899 
less than a 
hundred remained 

 



Dawes Act 
  Passed in 1887, the 

Dawes Act was 
intended to persuade 
Native Americans to 
change their traditional 
way of life and become 
farmers 

 The goal was to make 
life better for the 
Native Americans, in 
the end it did very little 
to help them  



New Arrivals  
 The Homestead Act of 

1862 offered 160 acres of 
land for free to anyone 
who promised to live on it 
and make it better for five 
years 

 Many African Americans 
and arriving immigrants 
will settle in the Midwest / 
West 

 

 Suppose you have just 
arrived here as a new 
immigrant. Would you 
take advantage of the 
Homestead Act? Explain 
why or why not. 

 

 



 “Now that we're in the North Platte River 
Valley the air feels dry and thin. My lips are 
so chapped they bleed when I talk. The 
only thing to do is dip our fingers in to the 
bucket of axle grease and rub our lips 
every hour or so. It smells bad, it tastes 
bad, and the blowing dust sticks.” 



Problems for Settlers  
 There were no 

trees, settlers 
resorted to sod to 
build their 
dwellings 

 Harsh weather 
factors such as 
blizzards, 
tornadoes, and 
drought made life 
difficult 

 
 

 



Problems for Farmers 
 New technology allowed farmers to 

produce more crops, as a result 
crops began to drop in price 

 The cost to operate a farm also 
began to increase 

 Farmers formed the Grange, an 
organization that sought to 
improve the conditions for farmers 

 Grangers also began to ask for the 
government to take action, 
including regulation of railroad 
rates 

 In the supreme Court case Munn. 
Vs. Illinois, the court ruled that 
states and the federal government 
could regulate the railroads  

 



Populism and the Gold Standard 
 In 1890, the Populist Party 

or People’s Party was formed 

 The populists wanted the 
government to implement a 
free silver policy, which 
would put more money in 
circulation causing inflation, 
driving up crop prices 

 Opponents supported the 
gold standard 

 In the election of 1896, 
William Jennings Bryan 
(Populist/Democrat) was 
defeated by William 
McKinley 

 



Ch. 20 Industrialization: Key Terms 
1. Patent 

2. Business Cycle 

3. Transcontinental 
Railroad 

4. Corporation 

5. John D. Rockefeller 

6. Andrew Carnegie 

7. Haymarket Affair 

8. Pullman Strike 

9. American Federation of 
Labor (AFL) 

10. Sweatshops 

11. Monopoly 

12. Robber Baron 

 

 

 

 

 



Reasons for Industrialization 
 Natural Resources – 

forests, water, minerals 

 Growing population – 
More than doubles 
between 1860 and 1900 

 Better transportation – 
steamboats, canals, and 
railroads 

 New Inventions and 
technology 

 Investment Capital – 
money to put back into 
growing industries 

 Government help – tariffs 
and subsidies  

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/calvinburr#p/u/0/l1m0QudJibQ


Edison and Bell 
 

 Thomas Edison pioneered the use of electricity 

 Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone 

 



Railroads Change the Nation 
  The Transcontinental 

Railroad is built to join 
east and west 

 The Central Pacific and 
Union Pacific were 
joined together in 
Promontory, Utah 

 Railroads: 
 Linked the economies of 

the east and west 

 Helped people settle 
out west 

 Weakened the Native 
American culture 

 

http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/transcontinental-railroad#transcontinental-railroad




What’s the Connection 

Railroads 

Immigration Industrialization 



Oil and Steel Industry 
 John D. Rockefeller – Oil 

Tycoon 

 Best way to make money 
was to put competitors 
out of business (create a 
monopoly) 

 Formed the Standard Oil 
Trust which created high 
oil prices for consumers 
while he became rich 

 Andrew Carnegie  - Steel 
Mogul 

 Beat the competition by 
producing the best 
product at the lowest 
price 

 To do this he bought and 
controlled all the 
resources related to 
making steel 

 

 

 

“Titans of Industry” 



The Gilded Age 
 A time period in the 

late 1800’s that was 
characterized by wealth 
and corruption 

 Rags to riches stories 
were popular 

 Despite fabulous 
wealth of some people, 
most continued to 
struggle and live in 
poverty 

 

 



Conditions in the Factories 
  Business owners 

wanted to keep profits 
high so they cut costs 
wherever they could 

 Some required workers 
to bring their own tools 
and heating fuel 

 Laborers worked long 
hours in crowded 
conditions at 
sweatshops 

 Child labor was 
common 



Growth of Labor Unions 
 Unhappy workers decided 

to join together to try and 
improve wages, working 
conditions, and their lives 

 The Knights of Labor was 
one of the nations first 
unions 

 American Federation of 
Labor (AFL) is founded in 
1886 by Samuel Gompers 

 

 



Ch. 21 Changes in American Society: Key Terms 

1. Urbanization 

2. Jane Addams 

3. Political Machine 

4. Ellis Island 

5. Melting Pot 

6. Assimilation 

7. Jim Crow 

8. Plessy vs. 
Ferguson 

9. W.E.B. Du Bois 

10. Tenement 

11. Vaudeville 

 



Cities Change 

 

 

 The growth of cities as a 
result of Industrialization is 
known as urbanization 

 Many of those flooding the 
cities were immigrants 

 Crowded cities presented a 
new list of challenges and 
harmful conditions 

 Overcrowding became an 
issue as many families had 
to live in tenements 

 Settlement Houses 
developed to help poor 
immigrants live a better life, 
like Hull House founded by 
Jane Addams in Chicago 

 

 



Influence of Political Machines 

 Political machines 
were corrupt 
organizations that 
controlled the cities 
and took control of 
local governments  

 Tammany Hall was a 
political machine in 
NYC led by William 
Marcy “Boss” Tweed 

 

 



New Wave of Immigration 
  A new flood of immigrants 

will come to America from 
1880-1900 

 Most came from western and 
northern Europe, but an 
increased number began 
arriving from southern and 
eastern Europe 

 Immigrants contributed to 
the growth of major cities 
like New York, Boston, 
Chicago, and Philadelphia  

 The increased number of 
immigrants led to a rise in 
nativism 

 Chinese Exclusion Act – 
banned Chinese immigration 
for ten years 



Discrimination Issues 
 After the end of 

reconstruction in the 
south, African Americans 
continued to experience 
widespread discrimination 

 Voting rights were 
severely restricted by 
literacy tests and poll 
taxes 

 Jim Crow laws were 
enacted which enforced 
segregation 

 Plessy v. Ferguson – 
Supreme court ruled that 
segregation did not 
violate the constitution    

 



African American Leaders 
  

 Booker T. Washington – In 1881 founded the Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama to help African Americans learn 
trades 

 W.E.B. Du Bois – founded the NAACP, an organization 
which played a major role in segregation 

 Ida B. Wells – led the crusade against lynching 



Entertainment and Culture 
 Department stores began to open up along with mail 

order catalogs 

 Parks opened up such as Central Park in New York City 

 Coney Island opens in 1904 

 Spectator Sports became very popular 

 Vaudeville shows also drew large crowds 

 

 


